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Hello! Whether this is your first time through our doors or your one 
thousandth, we are glad you are here! At our church you are welcome to 
participate as much or as little as you are comfortable doing. 
 
So, what is our community like? Well, we are a church community from 

different generations and different walks of life. We are here because we want to follow Jesus and live in 
community with one another and our neighbours in this little corner of Toronto. We care deeply about 
feeding the hungry and welcoming refugees; we affirm that all people, including our LGBTQ2SI+ 
siblings, are made in the image of God and should be included in all the practices of our life of faith; 
and, no matter where we are on our spiritual journeys, we strive to lament together, rejoice together, 
and hold each other up on this journey of faith and life.  
 
Staff 
The Venerable Cheryl Palmer – Rector   The Rev. Cathy Gibbs – Adult Education  
cpalmer@christchurchdeerpark.org     cgibbs@christchurchdeerpark.org  
 
The Rev. Ali McIntosh – Assistant Curate   Patrick Dewell – Director of Music 
amcintosh@christchurchdeerpark.org    pdewell@christchurchdeerpark.org 
 
Amanda Jagt – Director of Parish Operations   Elisabeth Lunder - Bookkeeper 
ajagt@christchurchdeerpark.org     bookkeeper@christchurchdeerpark.org 
 
Denis Delisle, Rikk Scapillato – Lead Custodians    
Carlos Lopez, Eugene Velasco – Custodial Team  
 
Lay Leadership 
Rector’s Warden – Stephen Clark    People’s Warden – Su Laine Varkey 
Deputy Warden – Katherine MacDonald   Deputy Warden – Paul Kingston 
Treasurer – Nick Strube     
Synod Delegates – William Jackson, Ann Atkins, Melissa Walter 
 
Ways to Serve & Get Involved 
Community Care Team – Carl Wehniainen, Lead  Community Breakfast – Anne Larkin, Lead 
communitycare@christchurchdeerpark.org    outreach@christchurchdeerpark.org  

Prayer Circle – Jan D’Angelo, Coordinator   Small Groups – The Rev. Cathy Gibbs 
9:15am Coffee Hour – Zara Arvini, Coordinator  10:30 Coffee Hour – Sandra Geddes, Coordinator  
Choir – Patrick Dewell, Director    Chancel Guild – Anne Larkin, Lead   
Flower Guild – Pat Butler, Coordinator   Readers & Intercessors – The Rev. Ali McIntosh 
Welcome Team – Paul Kingston, Coordinator  Children’s Ministry – The Rev. Ali McIntosh 
Property Committee – Andrew Harding, Chair  Stewardship Committee – Stephen Clark 
Refugee Committee – Julie Scott, Chair   Truth and Reconciliation – Melissa Walter, Lead 
Climate Action Group – Phyllis Creighton, Lead  Spiritus – Emily Chatten, Melissa Walter & 
Rummage Re-Imagined – Jayne Miles Simpson, Lead                  Supipi Weerasooriya, Editorial Team 
Holy + Holly (Christmas Festival) –TBD, Lead  

mailto:cpalmer@christchurchdeerpark.org
mailto:cgibbs@christchurchdeerpark.org
mailto:amcintosh@christchurchdeerpark.org
mailto:pdewell@christchurchdeerpark.org
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3 

Prelude  

Welcome & Gathering 

Opening Hymn #412  (please stand as you are able) 
   

 O God, Beyond All Face and Form Melita 
  

O God, beyond all face and form, 
you willed it that creation’s night 
should blaze, and chaos still its storm, 
and birth a universe of light. 
All things below, all things above  
are formed of your eternal love. 
 
The glory of the galaxies, 
the beauty of a baby’s hand, 
the thundering of restless seas, 
the glory of the forest’s stand -- 
all things below, all things above 
are formed of your eternal love. 
 
You gave our race both form and name, 
and love for us was your intent; 
then to a woman’s womb love came, 
and on a cross was wholly spent. 
All things below, all things above 
are formed of your eternal love. 
 
Of this great love, all loves are born, 
of self, of neighbour, and of earth. 
By love shall night be turned to morn, 
and death shall never conquer birth. 
All things below, all things above 
Are formed of your eternal love. 
 

Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
 and the love of God,  
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  
 be with you all.  
All:  And also with you. 
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Gloria #365          Darwall                                   

Glory to God on high, 
and peace to all on earth. 
We worship you, we give you thanks, 
our heavenly King. 
We give you praise, 
almighty God and Father blessed 
in glory bright. 
 
Our Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
the Father’s only Son, 
the sacrificial Lamb, 
who saves the world from sin, 
have mercy Lord. 
Beside the Father’s hand enthroned, 
now hear our prayer. 
 
You only are the Lord, 
you only are most high. 
You only are the holy one, 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
And now you reign 
with Father and with Spirit one 
in glorious light. 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Presider: Let us pray.  

God of unchangeable power, when you fashioned the world the morning stars sang 
together and the host of heaven shouted for joy; open our eyes to the wonders of 
creation and teach us to see all things for good, to the honour of your glorious 
name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All:           Amen. 
 
Presider: Let us prepare ourselves for the Word of God as it comes to us in the reading of 

Holy Scripture. 
All:  Our hearts and minds are open. 
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Listening to God  (please be seated) 
 

Reader: A Reading from the Book of Exodus. 
 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind 
them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind 
them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud 
was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other 
all night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea 
back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the 
waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters 
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and 
went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot 
drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down 
upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their 
chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee 
from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.’ Then 
the LORD said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may 
come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.’ So Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal 
depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the 
sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire 
army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them 
remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters 
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the LORD saved Israel 
that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the 
seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the 
people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.  
          Exodus 14:19-31 

Reader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 105 #565 (please stand as you are able) 
 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer Cwm Rhondda   

 
Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, 
pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; 
hold me with thy powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
feed me till I want no more, 
feed me till I want no more. 
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Open now the crystal fountain 
whence the healing stream doth flow; 
let the fire and cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through. 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield, 
be thou still my strength and shield. 
 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death, and hell's destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan's side: 
songs of praises, songs of praises, 
I will ever give to thee, 
I will ever give to thee. 
 

Reader: A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans. 
 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its 
own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself 
will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory 
of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in 
labour pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption 
of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 
who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 
with patience. Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know 
how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for 
words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  
          Romans 8:18-27 
 

Reader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
The Holy Gospel                                                                                                                  
    

Gospeller: The Lord be with you. 
All:    And also with you. 
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Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 
to hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual 
daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he 
saw others standing idle in the market-place; and he said to them, “You also go into 
the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out 
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock 
he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you 
standing here idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said 
to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning 
with the last and then going to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, 
each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought 
they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And 
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 
burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I 
am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take 
what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 
you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you 
envious because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’   
          Matthew 20:1-16 
 

Gospeller:  The Gospel of Christ.   
All:    Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Homily                                                                                                       (please be seated) 
 
Musical Interlude  
 
The Apostles’ Creed     (please stand as you are able) 
 

Presider: Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,  

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
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the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People (please stand, kneel, or sit as you are able) 
 
 

Leader: Let us ask the God of creation to send a blessing upon us.  
Upon the rich earth send a blessing, O Lord. Let the earth be fruitful and its 
resources be hallowed. We ask in faith:  

All:  hear us, God of goodness. 
 
Leader: Upon human labour send a blessing, O Lord. Prosper the work of our hands; may all 

find dignity and just reward in their work; free the exploited and oppressed. We ask 
in faith: 

All:  hear us, God of goodness. 
 
Leader: Upon the produce of the earth send a blessing, O Lord. Guide us into a sustainable 

future, and give us the will to share the fruits of the world. We ask in faith: 
All:  hear us, God of goodness. 
 
Leader: Upon the seas and waters send a blessing, O Lord. Teach us to cherish the water of 

the earth, and to conserve the seas, lakes, and rivers. We ask in faith: 
All:  hear us, God of goodness. 
 
Leader: Upon aid agencies send a blessing, O Lord. Where the earth is parched and the well 

has run dry; where war brings want, and children go hungry; where the poor cry out 
for bread and for justice; where people flee from fires and floods; give hands to care 
and heal, and compel us to be generous. We ask in faith: 

All:  hear us, God of goodness. 
 
Leader: We ask you to hear us, God of goodness, for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus 

Christ. 
All:  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution   (please continue to stand, kneel, or sit as you are able)    

Presider: Dear friends in Christ, 
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners 
and invites them to his table. 
Let us confess our sins, 
confident in God’s forgiveness. 
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Silence is kept 
 

Presider: Most merciful God, 
All:   we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Presider: Almighty God have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 
The Peace                                                                        (please stand)                                                                                                     

Presider:   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
 
Sharing What We Have                                                                                                 

Presider:  We give in grateful thanksgiving for all that God has given us. 
In the upside down world of the gospel, 
we measure our wealth not by what we have, 
but by what we can give away. 
Let us give away generously, in this offering, 
to bless God’s church, God’s people, and God’s creation. Amen. 
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Offertory Hymn #355 v. 1, 2, 3, 7 

 All Creatures of Our God and King Lasst Uns Erfreuen 
  

All creatures of our God and King, 
lift up your voices, let us sing: 
alleluia, alleluia! 
Bright burning sun and golden beams, 
pale silver moon that gently gleams, 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Great rushing winds and breezes soft, 
you clouds that ride the heavens aloft, 
O sing now, alleluia! 
Fair rising morn, with praise rejoice; 
stars nightly shining, find a voice: 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Swift flowing water, pure and clear, 
make music for your Lord to hear, 
alleluia, alleluia! 
Fire, so intense and fiercely bright, 
you give to us both warmth and light, 
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alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Let all things their creator bless, 
and worship God in humbleness, 
alleluia, Alleluia! 
Praise God the Father, praise the Son, 
and praise the Spirit, Three-in-One: 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Prayer over the Gifts                                                                                                      
                                                               

Presider:   God of power, the glory of your works fills us with wonder and awe. Accept our 
offering this day, and help us to live in peace and harmony with all your creation, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:   Amen. 
 
Celebrating the Eucharist        
  

The Great Thanksgiving 
   

Presider:   The Lord be with you.  
All:   And also with you. 
Presider:   Lift up your hearts.  
All:   We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Presider: It is right to give you thanks and praise, O Lord, our God, sustainer of the universe, 
you are worthy of glory and praise. 

All:   Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home; 
by your will they were created and have their being. 

All:  Glory to you for ever and ever. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 
memory, reason, and skill; you made us the stewards of creation. 

All:  Glory to you for ever and ever. 
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But we turn against you, and betray your trust; and we turn against one another. 
Again and again you call us to return. Through the prophets and sages you reveal 
your righteous law. In the fullness of time you sent your Son, born of a woman, to 
be our Saviour. He was wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for our 
iniquities. By his death he opened to us the way of freedom and peace. 

All:  Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs, and with those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 
Sanctus & Benedictus #722  Picardy, arr. Wedd 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of power and God of might, 
heav'n and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna, 
hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes, 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 
Presider: Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us Jesus, the Christ, who on the night he 

was handed over to suffering and death, took bread, said the blessing, broke the 
bread, gave it to his friends, and said, “Take this, and eat it: this is my body which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper, he 
took the cup of wine; he gave you thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my 
blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

All:  Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Gracious God, we recall the death of your Son Jesus Christ, we proclaim his 
resurrection and ascension, and we look with expectation for his coming as Lord of 
all the nations. We who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by 
water and the Spirit, now bring you these gifts. Send your Holy Spirit upon us and 
upon this offering of your Church, that we who eat and drink at this holy table may 
share the divine life of Christ our Lord. 

All:  Glory to you for ever and ever. 



13 

Pour out your Spirit upon the whole earth and make it your new creation. Gather 
your Church together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, where peace 
and justice are revealed, that we, with all your people, of every language, race, and 
nation, may share the banquet you have promised; through Christ, with Christ, and 
in Christ, all honour and glory are yours, creator of all. 

All:  Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
                                                                                            

Presider: As our Saviour taught us, let us pray:     
All:      Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.     

 
Breaking of the Bread 
 

Presider: “I am the bread of life,” says the Lord. “Whoever comes to me will never be hungry; 
whoever believes in me will never thirst.”  

All: Taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are they who trust in him! 
   
Presider: These are the gifts of God, for you the people of God. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Agnus Dei   Mass in A Minor Casciolini 
 

Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi: miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi: miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi: dona nobis pacem. 
 
O Lamb of God that takest away the sin of the world: have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God that takest away the sin of the world: have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God that takest away the sin of the world: grant us thy peace. 
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Communion Hymn #421 v. 1, 2, 3, 5, 8  (please be seated) 
 

 Most High, Omnipotent, Good Lord Assisi  
  
Most High, omnipotent, good Lord, 
to thee be ceaseless praise outpoured 
and blessing without measure. 
From thee alone all creatures came; 
no one is worthy thee to name. 
 
My Lord, be praised by brother sun 
who through the skies his course doth run 
and shines in brilliant splendour; 
with brightness he doth fill the day 
and signifies thy boundless sway. 
 
My Lord, be praised by sister moon 
and all the stars, that with her soon 
will point the glittering heavens. 
Let wind and air and cloud and calm 
and weathers all, repeat the psalm. 
 
By mother earth my Lord be praised; 
governed by thee she hath upraised 
what for our life is needful. 
Sustained by thee, through every hour, 
she bringeth forth fruit, herb, and flower. 
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Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, 
to thee be ceaseless praise outpoured, 
and blessing without measure. 
Let creatures all give thanks to thee 
and serve in great humility. 

 
Communion Motet  

 What A Wonderful World Weisse, Thiele; arr. Brymer 
 

I see trees of green, red roses too, 
I see them bloom for me and you; 
and I think to myself, 
"What a wonderful world." 
 
I see skies of blue and clouds of white, 
the bright blessed day, the dark sacred night; 
and I think to myself, 
"What a wonderful world." 
 
The colours of the rainbow, so pretty in the sky, 
are also on the faces of people going by. 
I see friends shaking hands, saying, "How do you do?" 
They're really saying, "I love you." 
 
I hear babies cry, I watch them grow, 
they'll learn much more than I'll ever know; 
and I think to myself, 
"What a wonderful world." 
Yes, I think to myself, 
"What a wonderful world." 

 
Prayer after Communion                                                                           (please stand as you are able) 
 

Presider: Ruler of the universe, all creation yearns for its fulfilment in your Son. May we who 
have shared in holy things grow into maturity in him. This we ask in the name of the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:    Amen. 
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Presider: Glory to God,  
All: whose power working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Blessing 

Presider: And may God our Creator, Jesus our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit our Sustainer, 
bless you and keep you all of your days.  

All:   Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
Closing Hymn  

 This Is My Father’s World Terra Beata  
 

This is my Father's world, 
And to my listening ears 
All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father's world: 
I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas -- 
His hand the wonders wrought. 
 
This is my Father's world: 
The birds their carols raise, 
The morning light, the lily white, 
Declare their Maker's praise. 
This is my Father's world: 
He shines in all that's fair; 
In the rustling grass I hear Him pass, 
He speaks to me everywhere. 
 
This is my Father's world: 
O let me ne'er forget 
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the Ruler yet. 
This is my Father's world: 
The battle is not done; 
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Jesus who died shall be satisfied, 
And earth and heav'n be one. 

 
Dismissal  

Presider:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
All:  Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude      
      

 
Please join us for Coffee Hour upstairs in Elliott Hall. 

 
 
 

 

Presider: 
The Venerable Cheryl Palmer 

 
Preacher: 

Dr. Sylvia Keesmaat 
 

Gospeller: 
The Reverend Ali McIntosh 

 
Readers: 

Amy Leung 
Elsa Jones 

 
Intercessor: 

Paul Kingston 
 

Director of Music: 
Patrick Dewell 

 
 
 

Soloists: 
Sonya Harper Nyby,  

Julia Barber, Peter Warren 
 

Warden on Duty: 
Paul Kingston 

 
Sidesperson: 

Andrew Harding 
 

Livestream Production Manager: 
James Harding MacDonald 

 
Verger: 

Rikk Scapillato 
 

 

 

In an effort to lower our printing expenses, we have switched to black and white bulletins. 



18 

 

 
 
 

1. SEASON OF CREATION! Please join us this year as we observe the Season of Creation with the 
following worship activities:  

a. Blessing of the Pets on the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi: we will gather on Wednesday, 
October 4th at 6pm on the west lawn to bless our pets and animals. All species are 
welcome, but please ensure your pet is on a leash or in a carrier (as we don’t want any 
escapees!) This low-key service is a great one to invite friends and neighbours to. 

 
2. THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE: Fall is right around the corner, and so we will be accepting 

items for our Thanksgiving food drive. Items of particular need are: cereals, rice, pasta, canned 
fruits, canned vegetables, canned meat, canned fish, legumes, peanut butter, and baby food. 
From the Sundays of September 10 through October 8, items can be placed in the red wagon 
at the back of the sanctuary; after being blessed on Thanksgiving Sunday, the items will be 
donated to the Churches-on-the-Hill Food Bank. 

 
3. PONDERING THE PSALMS: The Psalms are full of joy, gratitude, lament, and anger. Come and 

learn more about these poems that we hear each week in church. Cheryl, Ali, and Cathy will 
present insights and challenges for you to ponder. Where? On Zoom. When? Tuesdays of Oct. 
17, Oct. 24, Nov. 7 & Nov. 14 (no class on Hallowe-en). Time? 7-8pm. To register email Rev. 
Cathy at cgibbs@christchurchdeerpark.org  

 
4. TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION WORKING GROUP: The news this summer has been filled with 

fires, floods, and other disasters caused by climate change. As we reflect on how we can best 
care for our earth, it is important to remember the role of Indigenous communities. Across the 
world, Indigenous people steward about 20-25% of the land, but this land contains about 80% 
of the earth’s biodiversity and 40% of what are called ‘ecologically intact’ landscapes. The COP 
15 UN Biodiversity Conference last year emphasized the important role of Indigenous Peoples 
in protecting biodiversity; following the conference the Canadian government committed 
$800 million to funding Indigenous-led conservation over the next seven years. Past reports 
have shown examples that Indigenous communities have been highly successful at 
conservation efforts on their lands – for example, a UN report from 2021 noted that between 
2006 and 2011, Indigenous lands in the Peruvian Amazon reduced deforestation twice as 
much as other similar protected areas. 

 
 

 

mailto:cgibbs@christchurchdeerpark.org
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5. CLIMATE ACTION GROUP: O God, the earth is thirsty for rain and we wait for you 
to refresh the land and all its creatures, the rivers and lakes, the crops and gardens. Send 
abundant rain, we pray, and teach us to be better stewards of all the blessings you provide, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. [Source: Michael Shapcott, director, Sorrento Centre, BC, 
in Centre for Christian Studies e-newsletter, 26 Aug. 2023]. 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Happening this week  
at Christ Church Deer Park 

 
Wednesday, September 27 

11:00am Holy Eucharist 
In person, followed by lunch 

 
Saturday, September 30 

8-9am Community Breakfast 
 

Sunday, October 1 
8:00am Holy Eucharist 

In person 
 

9:15am Holy Eucharist 
& Sunday School 

In person 
 

10:30am Holy Eucharist  
In person & Livestreamed 

 
 
 


