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Hello! Whether this is your first time through our doors or your one 
thousandth, we are glad you are here! At our church you are welcome to 
participate as much or as little as you are comfortable doing. 
 
So, what is our community like? Well, we are a church community from 

different generations and different walks of life. We are here because we want to follow Jesus and live in 
community with one another and our neighbours in this little corner of Toronto. We care deeply about 
feeding the hungry and welcoming refugees; we affirm that all people, including our LGBTQ2SI+ 
siblings, are made in the image of God and should be included in all the practices of our life of faith; 
and, no matter where we are on our spiritual journeys, we strive to lament together, rejoice together, 
and hold each other up on this journey of faith and life.  
 
Staff 
The Venerable Cheryl Palmer – Rector   The Rev. Cathy Gibbs – Adult Education  
cpalmer@christchurchdeerpark.org     cgibbs@christchurchdeerpark.org  
 
The Rev. Ali McIntosh – Assistant Curate   Edward Cockerton – Interim Director of Music 
amcintosh@christchurchdeerpark.org    ecockerton@christchurchdeerpark.org  
 
Amanda Jagt – Director of Parish Operations   Elisabeth Lunder - Bookkeeper 
ajagt@christchurchdeerpark.org     bookkeeper@christchurchdeerpark.org 
 
Denis Delisle, Rikk Scapillato – Lead Custodians    
Carlos Lopez, Eugene Velasco– Custodial Team  
 
Lay Leadership 
Rector’s Warden – Stephen Clark    People’s Warden – Su Laine Varkey 
Deputy Warden – Katherine MacDonald   Deputy Warden – Paul Kingston 
Treasurer – Nick Strube     
Synod Delegates – William Jackson, Ann Atkins, Melissa Walter 
 
Ways to Serve & Get Involved 
Community Care Team – Carl Wehniainen, Lead  Community Breakfast – Anne Larkin, Lead 
communitycare@christchurchdeerpark.org    outreach@christchurchdeerpark.org  

Prayer Circle – Jan D’Angelo, Coordinator   Small Groups – The Rev. Cathy Gibbs 
9:15am Coffee Hour – Zara Arvini, Coordinator  10:30 Coffee Hour – Sandra Geddes, Coordinator  
Choir – Edward Cockerton, Interim Director   Chancel Guild – Anne Larkin, Lead   
Flower Guild – Pat Butler, Coordinator   Readers & Intercessors – The Rev. Ali McIntosh 
Welcome Team – Paul Kingston, Coordinator  Children’s Ministry – The Rev. Ali McIntosh 
Property Committee – Andrew Harding, Chair  Stewardship Committee – Stephen Clark 
Refugee Committee – Julie Scott, Chair   Investment Committee – Michael Butler, Chair  
Truth and Reconciliation – Melissa Walter, Lead  Climate Action Group – Phyllis Creighton, Lead 
Rummage Re-Imagined – Jayne Miles Simpson, Lead Spiritus – Emily Chatten, Melissa Walter & 
Christmas Sale – Jayne Miles Simpson, Lead                    Supipi Weerasooriya, Editorial Team 
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Prelude       
 
Welcome 
 
Opening Hymn #148 v. 1, 2, 5       (please stand as you are able) 

See Amid the Winter’s Snow See Amid the Winter’s Snow  

 See amid the winter’s snow,  
born for us on earth below,  
see, the tender Lamb appears,  
promised from eternal years! 
 
Refrain: 
Hail, thou ever blessèd morn!  
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn!  
Sing through all Jerusalem:  
Christ is born in Bethlehem.  
 
Lo, within a manger lies  
he who built the starry skies,  
who enthroned in height sublime  
sits amid the cherubim. [Refrain] 
 
Sacred infant, all divine,  
what a mighty love was thine,  
thus to come from highest bliss  
down to such a world as this! [Refrain] 
 

Gathering                                 (please remain standing) 

Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
 and the love of God,  
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  
 be with you all.  
All:  And also with you. 
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Gloria #366   

 Glory, in the Highest Glory Psalm 42 
 
 Glory, in the highest glory,  

peace to all, in all their days.  
Worship, thanks, and praise unceasing  
to the Source of all we raise:  
reigning in the sapphire height,  
hidden from our mortal sight,  
now receive our adoration,  
as we make our supplication. 
 
Jesus Christ, the world’s Redeemer,  
Lamb of God, for sinners given,  
Word eternal, born of Mary,  
Word made flesh, the face of heaven:  
holy one, to you we pray,  
hear us in the realms of day,  
with the Spirit there united,  
and the Godhead high exalted. 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Presider: God of promise you renew your gift to those whose faces are lined and whose 
hearts are filled by the passage of years: help us, with Simeon and Anna, to see 
beyond the surface the face and heart of God in Jesus Christ, the given Child. 

All: Amen. 
 
Presider: Let us prepare ourselves for the Word of God as it comes to us in the reading of 

Holy Scripture. 
All:  Our hearts and minds are open. 
 
Listening to God                                                                                                           (please be seated) 

Reader: A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden 
causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and 
praise to spring up before all the nations. For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and 
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for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the 
dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see your 
vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name 
that the mouth of the LORD will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of 
the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.             Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

Reader:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

        
(please stand as you are able)                                                                                                    

Psalm 72 Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun (#383 v. 1-3) Duke Street 
 

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun  
doth its successive journey run;  
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,  
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 
People and realms of every tongue  
dwell on his love with sweetest song,  
and infant voices shall proclaim  
their early blessings on his name.  
 
Let every creature rise and bring  
peculiar honours to our King,  
angels descend with songs again,  
and earth repeat the loud Amen.       

 
The Holy Gospel                                                                                                 (please remain standing)           
    

Gospeller: The Lord be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 
Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of 
the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they 
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of 
turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name 
was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation 
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by 
the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 
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Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms 
and praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have 
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for 
glory to your people Israel.’ And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what 
was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, 
‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a 
sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and 
a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter 
of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 
husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-
four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night 
and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the 
child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had 
finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their 
own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and 
the favour of God was upon him.      Luke 2:22-40 

Gospeller:  The Gospel of Christ.            
All:   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Homily                                                                                                                           (please be seated) 
 
Musical Interlude 

The Apostles’ Creed                (please stand as you are able)           

Presider: Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 

      
Prayers of the People               (please stand, kneel, or sit as you are able)   
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Confession and Absolution   (please continue to stand, kneel, or sit as you are able)    

Presider: Dear friends in Christ, 
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners 
and invites them to his table. 
Let us confess our sins, 
confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 

Silence is kept 
 

Presider: Most merciful God, 
All:   we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Presider: Almighty God have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 
The Peace                                                                       (please stand as you are able)                                                                                               

Presider:   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
 

The congregation is invited to remain standing for the offertory. 
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Sharing What We Have                                                                                                 

Presider:  We give in grateful thanksgiving for all that God has given us. 
In the upside down world of the gospel, 
we measure our wealth not by what we have, 
but by what we can give away. 
Let us give away generously, in this offering, 
to bless God’s church, God’s people, and God’s creation. Amen. 

Offertory Hymn #122 v. 1-4  

In the Bleak Midwinter Cranham 
 
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,  
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;  
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,  
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 
Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;  
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign.  
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed  
the Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ. 
 
Angels and archangels may have gathered there;  
cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;  
but his mother only in her maiden bliss,  
worshipped the belovèd with a kiss.  
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What can I give him, poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;  
yet what I can, I give him – give him my heart.  
 

Prayer over the Gifts                                                                                                      
                                                               

Presider:   God of light, in the birth of your Son we see your glory. May we who share in this 
mystery grow daily in your love. This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

All:  Amen. 
 
Celebrating the Eucharist                  (please remain standing)           
  

The Great Thanksgiving 
   

Presider:  The Lord be with you.  
All:  And also with you. 
Presider:  Lift up your hearts.  
All:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Presider: Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we give you thanks and 
praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in the mystery of the incarnation was 
made perfect man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; in him we have seen a 
new and radiant vision of your glory. Therefore with all the angels of heaven, we lift 
our voices and sing our joyful hymn of praise to proclaim the glory of your name.  

Sanctus & Benedictus        Chepponis 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 
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Presider: We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have made 
known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. For in 
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Saviour 
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us 
worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out 
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted, 
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, and said, “ Take, eat: this is my body which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

All:       we remember his death, 
  we proclaim his resurrection, 
  we await his coming in glory; 

Presider: and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; presenting 
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they may 
be the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant. Unite us 
to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit.  

 In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, and bring 
us to that city of light where you dwell with all your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 
author of our salvation;  

 by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour 
and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

All:       Amen. 

  



11 

The Lord's Prayer Robinson                                                                                       

All:      Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.     

 
Breaking of the Bread 
 

Presider: We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 
All: God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.     

Presider: The gifts of God, for the people of God. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 
(please be seated) 

Agnus Dei    O Lamb of God     Chepponis 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
 

Communion Anthem 

 Taste and See Moore 
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Communion Hymn #137  

 What Child Is This? Greensleeves        

What child is this, who, laid to rest,  
on Mary’s lap is sleeping?  
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  
while shepherds watch are keeping?  
 
Refrain 
This, this is Christ the king,  
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
haste, haste to bring him laud,  
the babe, the son of Mary. 
 
Why lies he in such mean estate  
where ox and ass are feeding?  
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here  
the silent Word is pleading. Refrain 
 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh;  
come, peasant, king, to own him.  
The King of kings salvation brings;  
let loving hearts enthrone him. Refrain 

 
Prayer after Communion                                                                           (please stand as you are able) 
 

Presider: Source of truth and joy, may we who have received the gift of divine life always 
follow the way of your Son. This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 
Presider: Glory to God,  
All: whose power working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 

Presider: And may God our Creator, Jesus our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit our Sustainer, 
bless you and keep you all of your days.  

All:    Amen. 
 
Announcements 
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Closing Hymn #153 v. 1, 2, 3   

 Good Christians All, Rejoice In Dulci Jubilo  
  
  Good Christians all, rejoice  

with heart and soul and voice!  
Listen now to what we say: 
Jesus Christ is born today;  
ox and ass before him bow  
and he is in the manger now!  
Christ is born today;  
Christ is born today! 
 
Good Christians all, rejoice  
with heart and soul and voice!  
Hear the news of endless bliss:  
Jesus Christ was born for this;  
he has opened heaven’s door  
and we are blessed for evermore!  
Christ was born for this;  
Christ was born for this.  
 
Good Christians all, rejoice  
with heart and soul and voice!  
Now you need not fear the grave;  
Jesus Christ was born to save:  
come at his most gracious call  
to find salvation, one and all!  
Christ was born to save;  
Christ was born to save! 

 
Dismissal  

Presider:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  

 
Please join us upstairs in Elliott Hall for Coffee Hour. 
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Memorial Flowers 

The flowers in the church are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Pauline Boyd Kingston and the Reverend Dr. Frederick Temple Kingston.  
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The Reverend Ali McIntosh 

 
Preacher: 

The Reverend Cathy Gibbs 
 

Gospeller: 
The Venerable Cheryl Palmer 

 
Interim Director of Music: 

Edward Cockerton 
 

Warden on Duty: 
Paul Kingston 

 
Sidesperson: 

John Goodwin 
 

Flower Arrangement: 
Pat Butler 

 
Livestream Production Manager: 

James Finnerty 
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1. VESPERS SERVICE FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: This year at CCDP! Wednesday, January 24th at 7pm. 
The preacher will be His Eminence Thomas Cardinal Collins, the Archbishop Emeritus of the 
Archdiocese of Toronto; and, the offering collected will go to support The Churches on-the-
Hill Food Bank. Please join us as we gather at CCDP with our Christian neighbours to pray for 
unity.  
 

2. PASTORAL CALLS: Christmas and New Year’s is a time of joy for many, but it can also be a 
season of grief, difficulty, and hardship. At these difficult moments, someone may benefit from 
a call or visit from one of our clergy.  If you or anyone you know might be in need, please 
contact our congregational care team at communitycare@christchurchdeerpark.org.  

 
3. ANNOUNCING OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: We are delighted to 

announce that Stefani Bedin has been appointed as our new Director 
of Music. Stefani is currently pursuing her Doctor of Musical Arts in 
Performance at the University of Toronto, majoring in organ 
performance. She has extensive experience as an organist, pianist, 
and choral conductor, and she is eager to build on CCDP’s musical 
traditions. Stefani’s first Sunday with us will be January 28th, 2024. In 
the meantime, Stefani has invited everyone to an organ recital she is 
performing on Monday, January 15th at 7:00pm at St. Basil’s Church 
(50 St. Joseph Street). The concert will feature Charles-Marie Widor’s monumental “Symphonie 
Romane” as well as music of J.S Bach, Nadia Boulanger and Maurice Duruflé. Admission is free 
and all are welcome.  

 
4. CLIMATE ACTION GROUP: Love will save this place. Yes, love. All love comes from God, who 

first loved us, who loved Creation the moment the light separated from the darkness, the 
moment things began to creep across the ground, the moment the seas teamed with fish, the 
moment creatures alike to God in image were shaped from the very dust of the earth. We love 
Creation because God loved Creation first; we love each other because God loved each of us 
first. Nothing happens without love: no sustainable practices, no joy in sunsets, no kindness 
toward oceans, no research in plastic alternatives, no justice for climate refugees, no delight 
in catching a snowflake on the tongue. So, let us embody love, let us practice love, and let us 
live as witnesses to God’s love for this Earth and our neighbours.  
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Happening this week  

at Christ Church Deer Park 
 

Wednesday, January 3 
11:00am Holy Eucharist 

In person, followed by lunch 
 

Saturday, January 6 
8-9am Community Breakfast 

 
Sunday, January 7 

8:00am Holy Eucharist 
In person 

 

9:15am Holy Eucharist 
& Sunday School 

In person 
 

10:30am Holy Eucharist  
In person & Livestreamed 

 
 
 

 


