
 

May 25, 2025 
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Holy Eucharist 
at 10:30 am 

 
 

 
 

Welcome to CHRIST CHURCH DEER PARK 
We are glad to have you worship with us! 

 
Whether this is your first time through our doors or your one thousandth, we are glad you are here! At 
our church you are welcome to participate as much or as little as you are comfortable doing. 
 
What is our community like?  
Well, we are a church community from different generations and different walks of life. We are here 
because we want to follow Jesus and live in community with one another and our neighbours in this 
little corner of Toronto. We care deeply about feeding the hungry and welcoming refugees; we affirm that 
all people, including our LGBTQ2SI+ siblings, are made in the image of God and should be included in all 
the practices of our life of faith; and, no matter where we are on our spiritual journeys, we strive to 
lament together, rejoice together, and hold each other up on this journey of faith and life. 



The Gathering of the Community 
 

The order of service is found in the dark green book: The Book of Alternative Services (BAS).  
All hymns, unless printed in the bulletin, are from the blue hymnal: Common Praise (CP). 

 

Prelude  ​ Trinitas, I. And the Spirit of God Moved Upon the Face of the Waters​ Eleanor Daley 
 

Welcome ​  
​ (please stand as you are able) 
Opening Hymn – CP#224 – Awake, Arise, Lift Up Your Voice​ RICHMOND 
 

Gathering – BAS pg. 185​ (please remain standing) 
 

Gloria ​ Missa Pacem​ L.R. Babin 
 

Refrain (All): 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
All:​ Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the 
sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. Refrain 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Refrain 

​ ​ Music: L. Randolph Babin ©2004, GIA Publications, Inc. 
 

The Collect of the Day – BAS pg. 341 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 

Presider:​ Let us prepare ourselves for the Word of God as it comes to us  
in the reading of Holy Scripture. 

All:​ ​ Our hearts and minds are open. 
 

Listening to God – The Lesson​ (please be seated) 
Reader: ​ A reading from the Book of Acts 
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During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with 
him and saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." When he had seen the 
vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God 
had called us to proclaim the good news to them. We therefore set sail from Troas 
and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from 
there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman 
colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the Sabbath day we went outside 
the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat 
down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named 
Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and 
a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was 
said by Paul. When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, "If 
you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home." And she 
prevailed upon us.​  Acts 16:9-15 

 

Reader:​ Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
All: ​ Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 67​ Gordon Johnston 
 

Refrain: 
 
 
 

May God be merciful to us and bless us, show us the light of his countenance and come to us. Let 
your ways be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations. Refrain  
 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. Let the nations be glad and sing 
for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations upon earth. Refrain  
  

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. The earth has brought forth her 
increase; may God, our own God, give us his blessing. May God give us his blessing, and may all 
the ends of the earth stand in awe of him. Refrain  
​ (please stand as you are able) 
Gospel Acclamation​ Alleluia​ Based on VICTORY 

Cantor: ​ Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
All:  ​ Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
Cantor: ​ Jesus preached the gospel of the kingdom and  
​ healed every infirmity among the people. Matthew 4.23 
All:  ​ Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
 

The Holy Gospel​  
Gospeller:​ The Lord be with you. 
All:  ​ And also with you. 
Gospeller:​ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All:​ Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
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After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now in 
Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which 
has five porticoes. In these lay many ill, blind, lame, and paralyzed people. One man 
was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there 
and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, "Do you want to be 
made well?" The ill man answered him, "Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool 
when the water is stirred up, and while I am making my way someone else steps 
down ahead of me." Jesus said to him, "Stand up, take your mat and walk." At once 
the man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. Now that day 
was a Sabbath.​ John 5: 1-9 
 

Gospeller: ​ The Gospel of Christ. 
All:​ Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Semon​ Breaking All the Rules ​ (please be seated) 
 

Music for Reflection 
 

The Apostle’s Creed – BAS pg. 189​ (please stand as you are able) 
 

Prayers of the People – BAS pg. 122​ (please stand, kneel, or sit as you are able) 
 

The Peace ​ ​ (please remain standing) 

 

 
Sharing What We Have 
 

We invite everyone to contribute financially to support the work of the Gospel and Christ 
Church Deer Park. We give as an expression of gratitude for all that God has done for us 
and because God has designed us to be givers.  
 

Ways to Give Financially 
 

●​ Through automatic monthly credit card or pre-authorized debit donations 
contact bookkeeper@christchurchdeerpark.org to set up a monthly offering 

● ​ Cash or cheque made out to Christ Church Deer Park 
● ​ Debit/credit via the mobile credit machine: please see warden on duty 
● ​ E-transfer to donations@christchurchdeerpark.org 
● ​ Online via Canada Helps (scan the QR code to the right to be brought to the website) 
 

We are thankful for all your gifts as they sustain the life and work of this parish. 
 

The congregation is invited to remain standing for the offertory. 
 

Offertory Hymn – CP #237 Now the Green Blade Rises ​ NOEL NOUVELET 

 

Prayer over the Gifts – BAS pg. 341 
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The Celebration of the Eucharist 
The Great Thanksgiving​ (please remain standing) 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 2 – BAS pg. 196 
 

Sanctus & Benedictus​ Missa Pacem​ L. R. Babin 
 
 

 
 
Music: Missa Pacem, L. Randolph Babin © 2004, GIA Publications, Inc. 
 

The Lord's Prayer #1 (sung) – BAS pg. 918​ M. Robinson II 
 

Breaking of the Bread #8 – BAS pg. 213 
​ (please be seated) 
Fraction Anthem – The Disciples Knew the Lord Jesus ​ Plainsong,adapt. M. Martens 

 

Choir: ​ The bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the body of Christ. [Antiphon] 
Choir: ​ One body are we, alleluia, for though many we share one bread [Antiphon] 
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All are welcome to receive communion with us 
●​ To receive a blessing, as you reach the priest with the bread, cross your arms over your 

chest. Return to your seat after receiving the blessing. 
●​ To receive the bread, hold your hands in front of you, palms up. 
●​ To receive the wine from the cup, take the bottom of the cup and the base and guide it 

to your mouth. (Dipping bread into wine is not permitted in the Diocese of Toronto.) 
●​ If you prefer to take only the bread, you may indicate this to the cup bearer by crossing 

your arms over your chest, or simply walking past them. 
 

Communion Motet​ If Ye Love Me​ Thomas Tallis 

 

Choir: ​ If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he shall give ​
​ you another comforter, that he may 'bide with you forever; E'en the sp'rit of truth.​  
 

Communion Hymn– CP #222 All Shall Be Well ​ SONG 46 

 

Prayer after Communion – BAS pg. 341​ (please stand as you are able) 
 

Doxology – BAS pg. 214 
 

Blessing 
Presider:​ When it takes hold, resurrection does not let go, it shakes the dead awake, it shakes 

the darkness from the light, and it wrestles death from all that is dying. Let us go 
out into the world, and in the upheaval of resurrection, seek out this new life. And 
may the blessing of God be upon you, body, mind and spirit, as you leave this place 
and go into the world filled with this Easter promise. Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 

Closing Hymn – CP#560 –God, Whose Almighty Word​ MOSCOW (ITALIAN HYMN) 
 

Dismissal – BAS pg. 215 
 

Postlude ​ Trinitas, III. "I Will Pour Out My Spirit Upon All Flesh" ​ Eleanor Daley 
 

 
 

Please join us in Elliott Hall for coffee hour. 
 

Assisting with the Liturgy 
Presider & Preacher: Stephen Drakeford 

 

Director of Music: Stefani Bedin 
 

Choral Section Leads: 
Clara Krausse (guest), Julia Barber 

Lucas Kuipers, Peter Warren 
 

Reader: Elsa Jones 

Prayers: Katherine MacDonald 
 

Warden on Duty: Stephen Clark 
 

Sidesperson: Andrew Harding 
 

Livestream Technician: James HM 
 

Verger: Rikk Scapillato 
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This Sunday we will be saying godspeed and thank-you to Elisabeth Lunder. 
Elisabeth is retiring from her job as bookkeeper at Christ Church where she 
has served in that capacity faithfully for about 15 years. Bryan Tran, our 
new Parish Director of Operations is picking up Elisabeth’s job as 
bookkeeper. Elisabeth. Well, God bless Elisabeth. When I say ‘faithfully’ she 
epitomizes what a loyal and faithful employee can be. I have known her for 
a year and she is a delight to have in the office, to know, swap stories with, 
share ups and downs, and most importantly, receive cheques from her! For 
Elisabeth this job is more than a job - it is a vocation and ministry. Brother 

Andrew (1928-2022) was known as God’s smuggler for smuggling bibles into communist 
countries during the cold war. He is largely considered a living saint- courageous and principled. 
He lived by four principles:  

1. Do what needs to be done. 
2. Have a child-like faith. 
3. Love everybody. 
4. Treasure God’s Word. 

Brother Andrew came to mind when I think about Elisabeth. Elisabeth does what needs to be 
done and uses her natural aptitude to serve God by keeping our books. She has a clear, firm faith. 
She has an incredible capacity to love- you can feel it. She loves God, lives in gratitude and trusts 
God’s words to her. Elisabeth has lived out St. Paul’s dictum “Whatever you do, do it unto the 
Lord.’ And I am grateful to know her, have worked with her and have been inspired and charmed 
by her. We have had a truly good person in our midst and on behalf of all of us I wish her God’s 
abundant blessing. Thank-you, Elisabeth. ​ - Stephen Drakeford 
 

Please join us in expressing our thanks and good wishes for Elisabeth at a special Coffee Hour in 
her honour TODAY - Sunday May 25, following the 10:30am service. 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
Wardens Meeting: Tuesday, May 27 at 5pm in the priest’s office. 
 

Advisory Board Meeting: Tuesday, June 3 at 7pm in the Arthur Smith room. 
Any agenda items for the wardens or the advisory board to discuss, please bring to the 
attention of Stephen at sdrakeford@christchurchdeerpark.org 
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Thank you from Robert Gorham 

Robert has moved to St. John’s 
Rehabilitation Hospital — another step 
closer to home and a return to normal life. 
He shares: “I am deeply moved by the 
prayers, love, and support I continue to 
receive from my CCDP family. Thank you.” Let 
us continue to keep Robert in our thoughts 
and prayers as he continues his recovery 
journey. 
 

 
 

WORSHIP 
Jazz Vespers: Join us TODAY, May 25 at 4:30pm. All 
are welcome! 
 

Welcoming Newcomers: We will be introducing 
newcomers to Christ Church Deer Park on Sunday, 
June 1st. We are so looking forward to welcoming 
new members! 
 

Pentecost, June 8: We are planning a wonderful celebration for the feast of Pentecost: 
streamers, languages, cake and a mini-retreat. If your mother tongue is not English and 
you would like to do a reading in your own language, please let us know! I know we have 
many languages here at CCDP and it would be so wonderful to celebrate our global 
diversity and our unity in Christ. Please contact Bryan at office@christchurchdeerpark.org 
to volunteer and share with him your home language.  
 

We are also offering a mini-retreat on Pentecost Sunday. Visual 
Artist Carol Knowlton-Dority (she and husband Don worship at 9:15) 
will present her painting ‘The Ask’ at the retreat. 
 

9:15am ​ Pentecost Service in the Chancel 
10:00am ​Potluck Brunch 
10:30am ​Retreat 
 

Please email office@christchurchdeerpark.org to sign up to 
participate, volunteer to help and bring food. This is going to be wonderful! 
 

Internship Celebration: Bianca Mathews has been our student intern for the year. She 
finished her official on-site working internship in February and her evaluation has now 
been completed. (She did very well!) We will have a simple Conclusion and Blessing 
Liturgy at all 3 services on June 15. 
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PASTORAL 
Stephen’s Office Hours: Tue-Thu: 10:30am-2:30pm. Dropins welcome, but it’s best to call or 
email ahead. Stephen is also available by appointment anytime for pastoral needs.  
 

Office Hours: Office hours this week are Mon-Thurs: 9am-5pm, Fri: 9am-3pm. 
 

Pastoral Calls: An integral part of Christian community is to support one another through 
times of joy and celebration and also times of grief and confusion. If you or someone you 
know may benefit from a call or visit from one of our clergy, please reach out to our 
congregational care team at communitycare@christchurchdeerpark.org 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Christianity 101 ‘Bible’  
A four-session guide to reading the Bible with a certain amount of comprehension. 
Starting in June on either Saturdays from 10-11am or Thursdays from 5-6pm. We will 
learn how to read the Bible by exploring the Gospel of Luke, the first 11 chapters of 
Genesis, the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistle to the Romans. Please register your 
interest with Bryan at office@christchurchdeerpark.org and indicate: 

a) 10am Saturdays  
b) 5pm Thursdays 

c) both time slots are okay 
d) live or over zoom or either 

 
Season of Renewal: Spring Adult Education  
Following Jesus: Finding Our Way Home in an Age of Anxiety  
by Henri Nouwen 
Father Henri Nouwen—professor, writer, and theologian—spoke powerfully 
on following Jesus in anxious times. Drawing from his own struggles, he 
offered deep insight into calling, fear, hope, and choosing faith amid life’s 
many options. His practical spiritual habits help us live with purpose and 
conviction. Author Carolyn Custis James calls his message a gentle guide to 
a Christ-centered life of love, belonging, and meaning. Join us as we 
explore faith in these anxious times. 
Online on Tuesdays, June 3–24 from 7:15–8:30pm​
2 MORE BOOKS AVAILABLE! Purchase the book from the office for $25. 
To register: Email cgibbs@christchurchdeerpark.org 
If you have signed up: Pick up your prep envelope for week 1 from the back of the church. 

 

COMMUNITY BUILDING 
Pollinator Garden Update: Our pollinator garden is up and running, and we are thankful to 
Brad and the team for continuing this ministry. Please join us on Sunday, June 22, after the 
10:30 service in the Pollinator Garden for a brief time of prayer and a blessing. Feel free to 
chat with Brad about the garden - what they are doing and why it matters. 
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Celebrating Pentecost on a Spiritual Walk: Saturday June 14, 10:00am 
Stephen Drakeford and Brad Lennon will lead a 7.2 
km urban hike on the Saturday after Pentecost, June 
14. Beginning from the church office doors at 10 
a.m., our group will travel by subway to the 
Lawrence subway station. Walking from there 
through the Alexander Muir Park and the Blythewood 
Ravine and Sherwood Park, we will pass by 
Sunnybrook Hospital. We continue on through Sunnybrook Park and Serena Gundy Park. 
There will be a dropout point as we cross Eglinton Ave East. For those who might wish to 
meet us for fish and chips, we will continue on down Laird into Leaside Village. Bring 
something to plenty to drink and sun protection or rain gear, depending on the weather. 

 

FUNDRAISING 
COTH Foodbank: The Churches on the Hill Foodbank is looking for a part 
time volunteer Bookkeeper (approx. 3-4 hrs/wk) for the majority of the 
year (longer in January). Any interested people with a Bookkeeping 
background, please email kenwburns@rogers.com for information 
regarding the position. 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
Climate Action Group: The latest estimates from the Canadian Climate Institute showed 
Canada’s carbon dioxide emissions saw a modest drop in 2023, and now sit around 8 
per cent below where they were in 2005. Climate policies are working—with industrial 
carbon pricing leading the pack. Canada’s emissions would be higher today without the 

actions taken to date by all levels of government since 2015. By 2030, existing climate 
policies are expected to prevent 226 metric tonnes of emissions—the same amount as 
current emissions from Quebec and Ontario combined. 
 

Truth & Reconciliation Working Group: Land Back Webinar, April 21, 2025 
This webinar, sponsored by SURJ (Showing Up for Racial Justice), featured voices from five 
First Nations across Canada. Moderator Leanne Betasamosake Simpson (Mississauga 
Anishinaabeg) was joined by Judy Da Silva (Grassy Narrows), Tsake ze Sleydo’ (Wet’suwet’en 
Gidimt’en), and Kuku’wis Wowkis (Mi’kmaq). They spoke about ongoing resistance to 
industrial incursions threatening their lands. The event raised $29,420, including a 
$10,000 anonymous donation. If you're unfamiliar with the importance of Indigenous land 
rights, their stories offer powerful insight. Watch the webinar: 
https://www.instagram.com/p/DIB83aORDIZ/ 
Get involved or learn more: 

● surjtoronto.com/join ​ ● @torontoindigenousharmreduction 
● tinyurl.com/MercuryJustice – Sign the Grassy Narrows petition 
● instartswithus-mmiw.com – Supports No More Silence 
● Land Back Course – Yellowhead Institute  

Music reprinted & streamed with permission under ​ ​ Official tax receipts are issued on an annual basis to  
One License #A-724916 and reprinted with permission ​ ​ those who give $20 or more. If you wish to receive a 
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Staff 
The Rev. Dr. Stephen Drakeford – Interim Priest-in-Charge​ sdrakeford@christchurchdeerpark.org 
The Rev. Cathy Gibbs – Adult Education​ ​ ​ cgibbs@christchurchdeerpark.org 
Bryan Tran – Director of Parish Operations​ ​ ​ office@christchurchdeerpark.org  
Stefani Bedin – Director of Music ​ ​ ​ ​ sbedin@christchurchdeerpark.org  
Elisabeth Lunder - Bookkeeper​ ​ ​ ​ bookkeeper@christchurchdeerpark.org 
Benita Black – Rentals Coordinator​ ​ ​ ​ rentals@christchurchdeerpark.org ​ ​ ​  
Layla Ho – Administrative Support​ ​ ​ ​ admin@christchurchdeerpark.org 
Denis Delisle, Rikk Scapillato – Lead Custodians​ ​ Carlos Lopez, Godwin Njeteneh – Custodial Team  
 

Lay Leadership 
Rector’s Warden – Stephen Clark​ ​ ​ ​ People’s Warden – Katherine MacDonald 
Deputy Warden – Paul Kingston​ ​ ​ ​ Treasurer – Nick Strube​ ​ ​ ​  
 

Ways to Serve & Get Involved 
Community Breakfast – Carl Wehniainen, Lead​ ​ outreach@christchurchdeerpark.org 
Congregational Care Team – Ann Atkins, Lead​ ​ communitycare@christchurchdeerpark.org ​ 
Prayer Circle – Jan D’Angelo, Coordinator​ ​ ​ prayercircle@christchurchdeerpark.org  
 

Land Acknowledgement 
We acknowledge the land on which we worship is the traditional territory of many nations including the 
Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishinabek, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee and the Wendat peoples. This 
territory is part of the Dish with One Spoon Treaty, an agreement between the Anishinabek, Haudenosaunee, 
and allied nations to peaceably share and care for the resources around the Great Lakes.  
 

Today, Toronto is still home to many Indigenous people from across 
Turtle Island (North America) and we seek to live in respect, peace, and 
right relations with them as we meet and worship on their territory. We 
are grateful for the resources we are using, and honour all the First 
Nations, Métis, and Inuit people who have been living on this land since 
time immemorial.  
 

Visitor Information 
Hearing Assistance Devices are located  
on the table beside the bell-tower entrance.  
Large Print Orders of Service are available. 
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